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WOW, THAT
AEON* REALLY
WENT THE
WHOLE MILE,
HUH?

MAYBE
GET SOME-
THING TO
EAT. I'M
HUNGRY.

| recommend
the rice noodles
From Asahi
Vcaci-ablcs.

*TL NOTE: AEON IS JAPAN’S BIGGEST SHOPPING MALL DEVELOPER AND OPERATOR. THE JOKE HER
WATARL'S FIRST INSTINCT IS TO ASSUME THE HUGE BUILDING IS YET ANOTHER AEON MALL.

I WANT
TO GO
CHECK IT
our.

Yeah,

they're
rcally

somethin
aren't

FUCKING
WEIRDO.

SHUT THE
FUCK UP.
WHO EVEN
ARE YOU,
ANYWAY?

The food
courts PrcHy
‘ imprcssivc, too.
s 3o+ 30
wholé join+9.
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WELL, T'LL
GIVE YOU ONE
LAST CHECK.

JUST ONE

HOW ARE
! YOU FEELING?
LIKE I 6OT ¢ YOU'RE JUsT
A GOOD = ABOUT READY

N\

S IT'S NOT
A BAD IDEA
TO STAY
SN LONGER,
PN YOU KNOW.
BN

i
.

WYL

\'

I WASTED

3 YEARS HERE

ALREADY, SO I
GOTTA FAST

FORWARD

A LITTLE.

LITTLE THING. ‘
IT'"S ABOUT YOUR NIGHT'S - TO GO.
RIGHT EYE. SLEEP.
N\ A\
\ \\\ \\“\ W

DO

YOU KNOW
WHERE YOUR
MOM 157

DISTORTED
TO YOU IN
ANY WAY?

WELCOME.

THANKS LOOKING
YOU'RE FOR TAKING TO REWIND,
VERY CARE OF
ME. MYSELF...

I'M




WHAT'S
THIS?

THE MAN
WHO KILLED
HIMSELF LIVES

ANOTHER
DAY!

THEN I
GUESS T
DON'T HAVE
TO WORRY.

BESIDES,
I DON'T LIKE
Guys WHo
OFF THEM-
SELVES.

T'MIN
A HURRY
TO LIVE,

NOT TO DIE,

ASSHOLE.

ONLY THOSE
WITH A
DEATH WISH
GO BEYOND

300KM.

WHAT ARE
YOU ON
ABOUT?

KIND OF
GREETING
IS THAT,
ANYWAY?




YOU'RE THE
GuY WHO
PASSED 300,
AND I'M PROUD
OF YOU. WEL-
COME HOME,
PAL.

YOU'RE REALLY
SOMETHING. EVEN
THOUGH THE
TIMES HAVE
CHANGED LIKE
CRAZY, YOU'RE
STILL THE SAME

OLD WATARU.

\

/

I Just
SLEPT A
BIT, MAN.
NICE TO
SEE YOU,
KENJIN.

I'M
PRETTY

/s HUNGRY.
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TAKE A \
LOOK AROUND.
THE WORLD'S
= ‘ CHANGED IN THE
A Y\ \ PAST 3 YEARS. /.




./,//’
v

DIs-
APPEARED?
I DON'T
THINK T
UNDER-
STAND.

I GUESS
IT'S ONLY

g ol =\
NATURAL THAT e
YOU WOULDN'T  [[Z== -
UNDERSTAND. [ o= —
[ _—=f  suuTTERS LINE
—— ALL OF HaDOU CITY.
P ALL THE INHABITANTS
DISAPPEARED BE-
HIND THEM, TOO.
ONCE THE B ’
WORKING CLASS 5x T
GOT RICH, 90% OF A i — ) -4 -
THEM HAD NO REASON . AR
TO WORK, 50 THEY MOVED -
INTO THE KINGDOM. THEY . o Biesll
LEFT ALL THIS BEHIND. = 5=, LS
|

v

YEAH

H, THEY RE-

THEY'RE

cl:l.{eo NO TAX DEVELOPED

"COMPLEX MONEY, THE LAND ON

LEISURE ov%uRQsTEAs THE MOUNTAIN
FACILITIES", RANGE AROUND | )\ ‘&= FA T | N OH, BY
iy 4 INVEST- KISHI VILLAGE MM wNGDOM,
WELL BE|  SOEVEN MENTS.  INTO THE KURO- - | I MEAN THE
SALLED | Taxrre GANE KINGDOM. KUROGANE

| e A KINGDOM.
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AS IN
FATHER
OF NAITO
KUROGANE*?

THE ONE IN
THE ELECTION
POSTERS?

YEP. AFTER
HE BECAME
MAYOR HE
MERGED THE
MUNICIPALITIES
TO ATTRACT
FOREIGN
INVESTMENT.

N\
W

2 2z S0,
g [ wos i
L Z A, CHARGE?

\

\\\
N

\

' .\\\\\\\\}}\\
\\

N

N

NS

NN

\T

ANOTHER MASTERSTROKE OF SUDAS1.

*TL NOTE: THIS GUY’S NAME IS SPELLED LIKE ¥, WHICH CAN BE READ AS
“RADIANT LIGHT.” THE IRONY IS THAT HIS NAME IS READ LIKE “NIGHT.”

ESTABLISHED
A KINGDOM IN
JUST 3 YEARS,

DUDE. THAT KIND
OF THING HAS

NEVER HAPPENED

IN JAPAN BEFORE.

| ALL THAT
IN THREE

YEARS,

HUK?

THAT'S
JUusT THE
KIND OF GUY

OLD MAN
KUROGANE
1S KIND OF




I Just
DIGESTED HOLD ON

3 YEARS A MINUTE.
WORTH OF I DON'T
HISTORY, CARE ENOUGH

AFTER ALL. ABOUT THE
I DON'T  WHOLE THING
REALLY TO BE CALLED

A ‘sUpPP-

FEEL PARTIAL ,
TOWARDS  CRTER.
ANYONE.

I GETIT.
EVERY-
THING HAS
CHANGED.

L
"‘:llll"

HEY, IS

IT ALR-

IGHT IF I
AsSK You
SOME-
THING? /

OF IT'S THE
COLRSE, SWEET-
ANYTHING. NESS 1

LIKE THE
MOST.

IT'S THE

FUCKING

BEST. I
CAN'T GET
ENOUGH.

WATARL...
ARE YOU
SAYING THAT
YOU SUPPORT
KUROGANE?

I DON'T
THINK THAT'S
INHERENTLY
A BAD THING,
YOU KNOW.

THAT'S

BECAUSE |- YOU SAID
OF ALL THE = PEOPLE

ECONOMIC LEFT THE
PROSPERITY TOWN
COURTESY [__] RIGHT?

OF KURO- |-~
GANE. = \/

ISN'T
THIS
SPACE
DORIA
DELIC-
lous?

YEAH,
THIS
DORIA
IS ET-
ERNAL.

DIFFERENT
WORLD.

THE ONLY ¥
THING THAT
HASN'T
CHANGED...
IS THIS.




UNLIKE YOU, I NEED YoU
e o JeyeLE
PICK APART
g WHAT'S A
DREAM AND
> WHAT ISN'T.

THIS
WORLD'S
BECOME MY
REALITY,
THROUGH AND
THROUGH.

B0 2N IN THAT
EVEN KILL ACCIDENT,
ME TO MAKE AND WOKE
SURE, IF Yo UP IN THIS

WANT. WORLD.

DID I STEP
UNFORTUNATELY ouT OF ONE
FOR YOU, YES. WORLD AND
T'M YOUR SAME INTO ANOTHER?
THAT'S |/ OLD FRIEND, ARE YOU THE
DISAPP- KENJIN SHIBA. SAME KENJIN T'VE
OINTING. ALWAYS KNOWN?

SLEEP

WELL
TONIGHT,
ALRIGHT?
s T ll n

)

EVERYTHING'S

e CHANGED IN THE

;iingR g = LAST 3 YEARS BUT

pediin m % YOU'RE STILL

AS THE SAME OLD

3 YEA . (O WATARLU.. FEELS

AGO. | = LIKE ONLY

| |7 YESTERDAY.
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THE HADOU CITY
I KNOW HAS
DISAPPEARED.




WHAT?
WHAT

KIND OF

 THINGS?

OH... T GUESS
I SHOULD'VE
TOLD You. Yyou
MIGHT START
HALLUCINATING.

YOU MIGHT
SEE SOME
THINGS
BEFORE YOU
GET FULLY
ADJUSTED
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NOTHING
IN PART-
ICULAR...

HAVE
YOU SEEN
ANYTHING
ALREADY?

PLEASE
LOOK
AFTER
ME IF
I DO.

PLEASE
COME BACK
IF YOU START
FEELING BAD
IN ANY WAY!

HALLU-
CINATIONS,




7l

YOU'VE
COMe
BACK

TO LIFE,
HUKH?

T

WATARL...
IT'S NOW BEEN
6 YEARS SINCE

YOU'VE STARTED
WORKING FOR
ME, RIGHT?

THANKS
FOR THE
LIGHT.




/\

IT WAS
ON A COLD
WINTER
NIGHT...

pd

I HAD Just
RETURNED TO
THE OFFICE
AFTER 3
FUNERALS...

e

I GUESS
THERE IS
SOMETHING
MORE IMPO-
RTANT TO
TALK ABOUT.

YOU TOOK ME

ON EXACTLY 3

YEARS BEFORE
MY NAP, SO
NOW [T'S é.

YOU WERE
STILL A HIGH
SCHOOL
STUDENT THEN.
IT FEELS LIKE
DECADES NOW...
HOW NOSTALGIC.

WE GOT A
REQUEST
FROM THE
KINGDOM.




HANDLE IT.

NEED TO. . ; 4
NELp 10 ‘ I'LL &O.
THIS FEELING
TELLING ME T
HAVE TO GO.

IF T DON'T,

I FEEL LIKE T'LL
BE TRAPPED IN
THE SHADOW OF
THESE LAST
THREE YEARS.

JusT
DON'T GET
YOURSELF
DEPRESSED
ABOUT IT.

I SEE,
I SEE,
WATARLI.
INDEED.
you
SHOULD
GO.




IT'S
GOT A
NICE
FINISH.

IT WAS HAND-CARVED AND
LAQUERED PERSONALLY,
TOO. IT'S THE MOST
IMPRESSIVE COFFIN IN
THE WORLD, TI'D SAY.
YOU CAN'T GET SOMETHING
LIKE THIS ANYWHERE ELSE.

THIS 1S
THE COFFIN
REQUESTED

BY THE
KINGDOM.

THIS 1S
My FIRsT |z
TIME
SEEING
ONE THIS

BIG.

BOSS,
PLEASE
Just
TELL
ME.

THOUGH, T
WILL SAY THAT
WHOEVER DIED

MUST HAVE BEEN

IMPORTANT ENOUGH

TO REQUIRE A

WHO DIED
IN THE
KINGDOM?

WATARU,
YOU CAN'T
JusT TALK

ABOUT
STUFF LIKE

THAT €0

OPENLY.

WELL, IT'S NO
LAUGHING MATTER
IF A KUROGANE




HERE'S A
PASSPORT.
OH, AND \
/\

HAVE A
BORDER
PATROL
SIGN THIS, | | we, |
TOO. IMPORTANT| : e

JoB.

And here’s
this and
that, too.

’i’—-~

LN

L

AND FINALLY,
A BIT OF
MORALE-

BOOSTING.

(

\/
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MAKE THE

NEXT ONE
EVEN

HARDER! |

q WATARU~!

N I'M LENDING
you MY BEST
BALL~! DON'T

/ YOU DARE

FORGET IT! E




YOU’RE
JUST A

i
S
|
—
w
o

HALLUCINATION.

= [t

T T T T

ﬂ

~N_ L L T T T T T ]

1Y
T 1

X1 [ [
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PR

e

The
road to
heaven

THAT'S RIGHT.
I'VE ALREADY COME
BACK FROM BOTH
HEAVEN AND HELL.
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